Thus Saith the Lord

2/16/08 – 2/17/08
Amos 7:1-8:14

Shirking the Voice of God

“I want to know God's thoughts; the rest are details.”  Albert Einstein

“We have two ears and one mouth so that we can listen twice as much as we speak. - Epictetus 

From What _____________ Must our ___________ or Our _______________ Repent?

Outline
Behold the Power

· God Relents on 2 Calamities (7:1-6)
Here I Come

· God says ‘No More’ Relenting on Israel (7:7-9)
Transference

· Amos is Blamed for the Bad News (7:10-13)
God Has Spoken, What Shall I Do?

· Amos Does Not Back Down (7:14-17)
Too Much Bad Stuff

· Israel’s Injustice Brings Their Downfall (8:1-7)
A Little Like This

· God Speaks of Israel’s Demise (8:8-10)
Consequence of Denial

· God is Going to Withdraw His Voice (8:11-14)
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Shirking the Voice of God
DIGGING DEEPER
Questions for the Heart and Spirit

1. In this Passage Amos prophesies judgment on Israel.  Is there a message in this scripture for you?  What is the message?  Do you learn anything about the nature of God?  What do you learn, and how can you apply this lesson to your life today?

2. Are you surprised that God changed his mind twice in this passage?  Why did he change His mind?  Do you think your appeals can change the mind of God?  Why, or Why not?  Why didn`t God change His mind the third time?

3. In Chapter 7, Amaziah defies the prophecy of Amos.  Do you ever defy prophecy of God`s anointed?  How could that occur in today`s world?

4. List some of the things in our country today that might parallel some of the issues for which God was bringing judgment upon Israel.  Why isn`t God bringing judgment upon our country?  Or is He?  What evidence do you have?

Questions for the Mind

1) Read: Gen 15:1; I Sam 3:1-15; Isa 1:1; Ez 1:1; Dan 4:5; Hab 2:2,3; Luke 1:22; Acts 2:17; Rev 9:17 

· The Bible records visions from Genesis to Revelation.  Do people still have visions from God today?  If not, will they ever again?  Do you need to be a prophet to receive a revelation from God?

2) Read:  Ex 32:11-14; I Sam 15:24-29; Ps 110:4; Jer 26:12-13; Amos 7:3; 7:6
· Based on these Scriptures, will God change His mind or not?  What do you think is the criteria for God to change His mind?  Will He change His mind if we pray?

3) Read:  Isa 34:8-11; Amos 7:7,8; Zech 4:8-10

· The term “plumb line” occurs only 4 times in the NASB version of the Bible. What is a plumb line and for what is it used?  What did God use it for?  When He used it in Amos` vision, what did He find?  Do you think God would ever use it on you?

4)  Read:  Gen 35:10; Deut 33:26, 29; Psalm 68:34; Amos 6:8 
· Obviously, Jacob is long dead.  Why did Amos keep referring to Jacob?  Why was God so put out, that he would visit the judgment described in Chapter 8, upon them?  When you look at your life and compare their sins to yours, do you tremble?  Should you?  Why, or Why not?

    Application

· Ask God to show you the things in your life that displease Him, then ask Him to help you change to conform to His desires for your life.

· God changed His mind about punishing Jacob twice in response to Amos` plea, yet He did not relent the third time.  What do you think this indicates about God`s nature?  Think about the implications for your life.  Jesus died on the cross for your sins.  Are you taking advantage of his provision?
